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“Go it into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St. Mark, xvi. 15, 

“ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
ante —- that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”— 

CU. XIV. 6. 
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The Soctety of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the ad- 
vancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania. 


The eleventh annual meeting of this society was held on 
Monday, the 6th inst., being the festival of the Epiphany, in 
St. James’s Church. 


The Right Rev. Bishop White, the president, took the. 


chair. 

John C. Lowber, Esq. was appointed secretary. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the president. 

The report of the Board of Trustees was read by the Rev. 
Mr. Kemper, the corresponding secretary. 

The Rev. Mr. De Lancey moved that the report be ac- 
cepted and published. He accompanied the motion by some 
remarks at length, upon the utility of the society, and its claims 
upon Episcopalians for support and encouragement. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Boyd, seconded by Rev. Mr. 
Allen, it was resolved, that the Rev. Mr. De Lancey be re- 
quested to furnish a copy of his remarks, to be published with 
the report. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Kemper, it was resolved, that 
the constitution be so altered, that the annual subscription may 
be fixed by the Board of Trustees to any sum not exceeding 
five dollars, and that the life subscription be reduced to thirty 
dollars. 

John B. Wallace, Esq. and John C. Lowber, Esq. were 
appointed to have the charter altered according to the above 
resolution. 

The society then proceeded to the election of officers, when 
on counting the votes, the following were declared to be 
chosen :— 
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Officers for 1823. 
Ricat Rev. Witiram Wuirtr, D.D. President (ex officic), 
Rev. J. Pitmore, D.D. . 
Hon. Wn. TitGuman, LL.D. $ Vice Presidents, 
RicuarD Datr, Ese, 
WiILiiaM CHALONER, Treasurer. 
Rev. Jackson Kemper, Corresponding Secretary. 
Durpen B. Carter, Recording Secretary. 


Trustees. 


Charles N. Bancker, Wm. Meredith, 
George Bringhurst, Stephen North, 

Dr. John R. Coxe, Cornelius Comegys, 
Wm. J. Baker, John Read, 

Hugh De Haven, James S. Smith, 
Thomas Hale, Cornelius Stevenson, 
Samuel Hazlehurst, Charles Wheeler, 
John Markland, Thomas H. White, 
James I. Skerret, John C. Lowber, 
Wm. Murdock, Tobias Wagner. 


Clergymen residing within the city and county of Philadel 
phia, who are trustees, ex officio. 


Rev. James Abercrombie, D.D. 
Frederic Beasley, D.D. 
James Wiltbank, 

George Boyd, 

James Montgomery, 
Benjamin Allen, 
Charles M. Dupuy, 
Gregory T. Bedell, 
William H. De Lancev. 
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INTERESTING INFORMATION, 


Mr. Chapman, attached to the mission of “ The United 
Foreign Missionary Society,” at Union, among the Osages, in 
the Arkansaw territory, gives the following information as de- 
rived from unquestionable sources, concerning some of the In- 
dian tribes of the Rocky Mountains. 


“The Kisways, Arapahoes, Iatans or Kamanchies, and 
Crows,-are wandering tribes, inhabiting the prairies at the foot 
of the mountains on this side. They have no settled towns. 
Wherever they go in pursuit of game, they take their houses 
of dressed skins and their furnityre with them. From their 
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game they derive both their food and their clothing. The 
Crows range north of the Arkansaw river, and the others 
south of it. They are very numerous. The Iatans alone are 
said to muster 20,000 warriors, which would make their popu- 
lation amount to about 80,000. The other tribes are said to 
be nearly or quite as populous. 

“The Anpaches and the Utaws are the only tribes known to 
our informants, on the west side of the principal ridge of moun- 
tains, who pursue the same wandering habits. They also are 
numerous, and are entirely independent of their Spanish neigh- 
bours, in religion, government, and mode of living. They are 
remarkable for their neatness in dress and cooking, for their 
dignity of deportment, their hatred and contempt of the Spa- 
niards, and their respect for the Americans. They are very 
brave and hospitable; and their women form their dress more 
like that of our ladies than any other Indian females. 

“ The Tous and Pickoories live in towns situated in the vi- 
cinity of Santa Fe. ‘They are Catholics, and are under the 
Spanish government; but are, in every thing, vastly superior 
to their Spanish neighbours. 

“* The Navahoes are a large nation, living in the midst of the 
mountains, about 150 miles northwest of Santa Fe. They are 
extensive agriculturists, and are immensely rich in flocks and 
herds. They possess and work the richest mines in North 
America. They profess the Christian religion, and are taught 
by their own native preachers, They were, probably, origi- 
nally instructed by the Jesuits; but are now dependent on no 
other nation for the education of their clergy. May not this 
be the Welsh colony spoken of by Stoddart. 

“‘ It is said that there are few Indians east of the mountains, 
in comparison with the multitudes on tne western side. Let 
us net cease to pray and strive that these wandering sheep may 
be gathered into the fold of Christ. Pray for us, that we may 
be faithful, and may not labour in vain.” 


- <a 


TRAITS OF THE ABORIGINES OF AMERICA. 


A Poem with the above title has lately been published at the 
University Press, Cambridge, the avails of which are devoted 
exclusively to religious charities. We have read many of its 
pages with deep interest, and trust its pious author, by her 
glowing strains, will arrest the attention of thousands, who 
have heretofore been indifferent to the welfare of the sons of 
the forest. We shall present our readers with a few extracts 
selected from various parts of the volume. 


“Christians! who list’ning, love the word divine, 
Who find it as a sun-beam in your path, 
3 
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And like a star of glory to your souls, 
Think of your brother, (for our God hath made 
All of one blood, who dwell upon the earth,) 
Think of your brother, in your very gates, 
Wand'ring, unsatisfied, benighted, sad, 
Down to his grave, where no sweet spirit tells 
Of rest in Jesus, where no hallowed voice 
Sooths him to mingle dust with dust, in hope 
Of a blest resurrection. Nature weeps 

O’er her fall’n son, in speechless agony, 
While the dark forms of horror and despair 
Mock at her bitterness. Would ye desire 
That peace and mercy there showd wave their wings 
And midnight flee away’? Then lift your pray’r, 
Dispense your Bibles, send your holy men 

To publish peace; let the poor native taste 

The fruits that grow upon your tree of life, 

Hold to his parch’d and thirsty lips the cup 

Of your salvation, and as his warm tears 

Of gratitude and penitence burst forth, 

So shall your rapture swell at the last day 

When ye shall hear the glorious words, ‘ Approach! 
What ye have done to one of these, the least, 

The lowest in the scale of wo, was done 

To me, your Judge: and where the Master dwells, 
There shall the servant be.’ 

Ve too, who share 

The gentle sympathies of social life, 

As equals and companions, whose soft hands 

Press the first seal upon the waxen mind 

Of Infancy, who reign in the mild sphere 

Of sweet domestic pleasure, bearing still 

The birthright of each tender courtesy 

And hope refin’d, think of your humbled sex, 

*Mid those degraded tribes the lowest still, 

Bearers of burdens, tillers of the earth, 

Cut off from every joy reciprocal 

That sweetens life, and so opprest with wo 

As in despairing horror to destroy 

Their female offspring, lest they too should share 
Their servitude and misery—oh think, 

Think of these sisters! think of that blest word, 
That pure religion, which has rais’d your lot 

To what it is, and if warm Pity move 

The tear, the wish to rescue from despair 

But one sad suffering slave, if Love inspire 

To follow Uim who went to seek the lost, 

Oh speak, and it is done.” 


“Let Industry, let Self-denial pour 
Their limpid rills to swell the sacred tide 
Of wide Benevolence, and find their gifts 
Enrich themselves.” 


“When you muse 
At parting day, or when the heavier shades 
Announce soft slumber, and attune the soul 
‘Fo meek Devotion, bear them on your prayers. 
Ye too, who hang over your cradled sons, 
With silent rapture, Parents! who survey 


The daily change of those unfolding minds, 
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And snowy brows, who sometimes pensive muse 

On the bold tempters, and dark snares that throng 
Their untried journey, view the mighty tide 

Of population, ever rolling west, 

And meditate, perchance, a few short years 

That raise these young shoots into saplings tall, 

May plant them on our frontiers. Think once more ; 
The Indians are their neighbours, deeply stung 

With sense of wrong, and terrible in wrath, 

What shall restrain their hatchets? Who shall quell 
Their midnight conflagration? Who preserve 
Those polish’d temples from the glaring knife 
Temper’d in blood? What helmet shield their heads 
From the keen tomahawk? Oh! make these foes 
Your friends, your brethren, give them the mild arts 
Social and civiliz’d, send them that Book 

Which teaches to forgive, implant the faith 

That turns the raging vulture to the dove, 

And with these deathless bonds secure the peace 
And welfare of your babes.” 


“Teach thy red brother in the day of wrath 

To stand before the Judge, and plead, ‘ Forgive! 
Forgive! For he hath sent thine holy word, 

Hath told me of a Saviour, and diffus’d 

The day-beam o’er my darkness. His kind voice 
Taught me to call thee Father. Oh! forgive 
Those earthly wrongs which he hath well aton’d 
By pointing me to Heaven.’ ” 


“O’er the wild 
Where Paganism long triumph’d, rearing high 
His desolating ensign, the pure Cross 
Extends its arms, and kneeling at its foot 
The Indian hymns his Maker, Swect that tone 
Ascends from the lone forest, where conven’d 
Beneath their chapel’s dedicated dome 
Oneida’s natives pay their vows to God.* 
There they adore that Name, which from the dawn 
Of the Sun’s brightness, to the farthest bound 
Of his remote declension, shall be great 





me 


* The church here alluded to, is one of the Episcopal order, established in the 
Oneida tribe, where Mr. Eleazer Williams officiates as catechist and lay reader. 
Interesting accounts of its prosperity, particularly of the devotion of the wor 
shippers in their public service, the regularity of their responses, and the me- 
lody of their singing, are related by those who have visited them. This 
church belongs to the diocese of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, and the fol- 
lowing notice of its consecration is copied from the Christian Journal of Octo- 
ber, 1819. 

“Qn Tuesday last, the chapel erected for the Oneida Indians, at Oneida 
Castle, was consecrated by the bishop, receiving the name of St. Peter’s 
Church. Fifty-six Indians who had previously been prepared for that purpose 
by their instructer, Mr. E. Williams, received confirmation, and at the visit of 
Bishop Hobart last year, ninety-four were confirmed. Too much praise can- 
not be bestowed upon the exertions and pious zeal of Mr. Williams, in his suc- 
cessful efforts to bring into the Christian church these infidel brethren; for 
when he arrived among them, two or three years ago, more than half of the 
Oneidas were of that character.” 
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Among the Gentiles. There with raptur’d voice 
Ascribe high praises for the means of grace, 
And hope of glory. There, confess with shame 
That as the wandering sheep forsakes the fold, 
They all have stray’d; and there His aid invoke 
Who the deep sighing of the contrite heart 
Despises not, nor scorns the humble tear 

Of Penitence. There supplicate their Lord 
By his deep agony, his bloody sweat, 

His cross and passion, by his precious death, 
Burial and resurrection, to behold 

And spare them in his mercy. There present 
‘Yo the baptismal font their tender babes; 

And, kneeling round a Saviour’s table, pay 
ifomage to Him who in his boundless love 
Appointed such remembrance. When the rod 
Of Sickness rests upon them, holy prayers 
From consecrated lips beseech of God 

To strengthen by his Spirit, the decay 

Of that which perisheth, and grant the soul 
Remission of its sins, ere it depart 

‘Vo be on earth no more. And, when the lam; 
Of frail mortality is quench’d, when man, 

Who like the fleeting shadow ne’er abides 

In one continued stay, when he who comes 
Forth as a flow’ret to the blushing morn, 

Ere the quick-hasting hour of eve, returns 
Ashes to ashes—o’er the mould’ring wreck 
Hope lifts her banner, cloudless as the light, 
Bright with these characters of heavenly truth: 
The slumberer shall awake; the unseal’d ey: 
See its Redeemer; and although the worm 
Destroy this body, yet the dust shall rise 

To Immortality,” 





ON COMING TO THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 
BY H. K, WHITE. 


My dear Neville—I am not much surprised at the long de- 
lay you have made in your approach to the Lord’s table: nor 
do I blame your caution; but remember, that there is a differ- 
ence between hesitation, on account of the awful nature of the 
ordinance, and the consciousness of unfitness; and hesitation, 
on account of an unwillingness to bind yourself with still strong- 
er ties to the profession of Christianity. You may fear to ap- 
proach that holy table, lest you should again fall away, and your 
latter state should be worse than vour first; but you must not ab- 
sent yourself from it, in order that you may fall away with less 
danger to your soul. You cannot, by any means, purify your- 
self so as to become a worthy partaker of that blessed ordi- 
nance ; but you may qualify yourself to partake of it with a 
quiet conscience and spiritual comfort. The very sense of un- 
worthiness, of which you complain, is the best of all possible 
frames of mind with which you can approach the sacred table; 
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and there can be little doubt, that with such an abiding con- 
sciousness of unfitness about you, God will have respect to your 
weakness, and will bestow upon you such an additional portion 
of his strength, as shall effectually guard you against subse- 
quent temptations. A particular blessing attendant on the holy 
communion, is, that it strengthens us in the ways of Christ. 
God seems to have a peculiar care for those who have sealed 
their profession with this solemn office; and Christians appear to 
receive a portion of spiritual strength at these periods, which 
bears them through, ‘ till they again meet at the holy mysteries.’ 

Opportunity for quiet meditation is a great blessing; I wish 
I knew how to appreciate its value. For you, my dear brother, 
be not discouraged ; God sees your difficulties, and will admin- 
ister to your weaknesses; and if after much prayer and serious 
thought, you can endue yourself with the garb of humility, and 
kneel a trembling guest at the table of your Redeemer, content 
even to pick up the crumbs that fall from it, and deem them far 
beyond your desert ; if, I say, you can go to the sacrament with 
those feelings, never fear but our all-blessed and benign Father 
will approve of your offering, and will bless you accordingly. 
Do not, however, be hurried into the step by the representations 
of your friends. Go, then, only when your heart, consecrated by 
prayer, longs to partake of the body and blood of its Saviour, 
and to taste, in more near and full fruition, the fruits of redeem- 
ing love. And may God’s blessing, my dear brother, attend 
you in it, and make it a means of confirming you in his way, 
and of weaning you more completely from the world and its 


passing joys! 


INDIAN ADDRESS. 


Address delivered by Fohn Ridge, a Cherokee, in the city of 


Charleston, on Friday evening, 15th Nov. 1822. 


The inconvenienees attached to uncivilized habits, and the 
degraded state of untutored savages, cannot be duly estimated, 
without a particular knowledge of their history and daily avo- 
cations. On a former occasion, I unfolded to you the happy 
effects of missionary labour among them, and the prominent 
advantages resulting in the transition from a savage to civilized 
life. Among the remarkable causes of mortality which exist 
among them, their habits greatly accelerate their final extermi- 
nation, That “ vinum causa malorum magnorum est,” all na- 
tions are ready to acknowledge; but, in greater degree, the 
powerful and baneful effects of it have been felt by the poor In- 
dians. The laws of honour and morality are great checks to the 
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progress of this contagion in civilized countries ; but, where no 
barriers, of consequence, to its promulgation exists, there in- 
toxicating liquors reign triumphant. The roving disposition of 
the aborigines of this country, tends to their extinguishment; 
(1 now speak of Indians in general who are deprived of mis- 
sionaries, and who have made no advances in civilization.) As 
they have no permanent habitations, their continual peregrina- 
tions must expose their wives and children to the inclemencies 


of the weather, to hunger and neglect, which, as a matter of 


course, must impair the constitutions of the most healthy, and 
the feeble fall certain victims to these hardships. Among the 
numerous speculations of the learned, many erroneous theories 
have been advanced on the comparative happiness and content- 
ment of the enlightened and savage life. It is said by some, 
that there is more real enjoyment and contentment predominant 
in the savage, than in civilized man; but I question whether the 
gentlemen who support this argument, would be willing to re- 
nounce the privileges of polished society, and voluntarily adopt 
the manners of savages, and take their abode in the wilderness, 
far from civilized people. Wili any one believe that an Indian, 
with his bow and quiver, who walks solitary in the mountains, 
exposed to cold and hunger, or the attacks of wild beasts, trem- 
bling at every unusual object, his fancy filled with agitating 
fears, lest the next step should introduce his foot to the fangs of 
the direful snake, or entangle it “amidst his circling spires that 
on the grass float redundant,” actually possesses undisturbed 
contentment superior to a learned gentleman of this commercial 
city, who has every possible comfort at home? Can any one 
convince me, that the degraded Hottentot in Africa, or the wild 
Arab in the desert of Sahara, whose head is exposed to the 
piercing rays of a meridian sun, entirely dependent on his camel 
for safety, enjoys more real contentment of mind than the poorest 
peasant of England? Will any one compare the confined plea- 
sures of the Hindoo, whose mind is burdened with the shackles 
of superstition and ignorance, who bows before the car of Jug- 
gernaut, or whose wretched ignorance compels him to invoke 
the river Ganges for his salvation—will any one, I say, compare 
his pleasures to the noble and well regulated pleasures of a Her- 
schel or a Newton, who surveys the regions of the universe— 
views the wisdom of the Deity in forming the lights of heaven, 
with all the planets and attending satellites revolving in their or- 
bits, irradiating infinite space as they move around their common 
centres—and who demonstrate with mathematical exactness, 
the rapid flights of the comet, and its future visits to our solar 
system ! 

I have made this contrast to show the fallacy of such theories, 
and to give you a general view of the wretched state of the 
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heathen, particularly of the aborigines of this country, who are 
gradually retiring from the stage of action to sleep with their 
fathers. It is on the exertions of the benevolent that their safety 
depends, and the hard of charity can only pluck them from final 
extermination. ‘The measures adopted for their education and 
civilization, is the only hope to save the sons of the forest from 
oblivion; and I congratulate all the friends of Indians, that their 
endeavours have not been in vain, as I have attempted to show 
on a former occasion. 

The indians are naturally possessed of firm, decisive charac- 
ters, and their minds are obviously of no common cast. Their 
friendships are permanent, and no one can bestow his confidence 
with less exposure to violation, than in the superior heart of an 
Indian. ‘This thought has often entered my mind, that as the 
Cherokees, Choctaws, and all nations within the limits of the 
United States, are making great advances in civilization, whe- 
ther they would be more happy to continue distinct independent 
governments from the United States? Every thing considered, 
I think that it will be for the advantage and utmost benefit of 
the Indians, to coalesce with the general government. 

This has been a subject of considerable disquisition by influ- 
ential characters of this Republic; and, as far as I can conjec- 
ture, the president of the United States and many respectable 
gentlemen are favourable to its accomplishment. Will any one 
refuse them this privilege, or suspect their loyalty? Let such 
peruse the transactions of the late Creek war, when the Chero- 
kees and the Choctaws distinguished themselves in battle, by 
the side of the hero of the south. General Jackson bears wit- 
ness that their intrepidity in the heat of action was equal to his 
own troops, whose courage you so much admire. The bravery 
of their heroic sons, who sacrificed their lives in defending the 
rights of the United States, will not be entirely forgotten. When 
the subjects of his Catholic Majesty bid defiance to Jackson, 
and when that hero took Pensacola by storm, he tells us, that 
the “Choctaws went boldly to the charge,” and speaks in ho- 
nourable terms of their courage. It is evident, that the nations 
in general are friendly, and respect the government of the Uni- 
ted States, and that they will all establish their governments on 
republican principles, is reasonable to suppose, as agreeable to 
their freedom of thought and natural dispositions. It is one of 
my greatest desires to live long enough to see the Cherokees 
adopted into the United States. However, this proposition for 
such an union must be made by their own sons, in whom they 
can confide. They have justly adopted such precautionary mea- 
sures, that if such a proposition should be advanced by a white 
man, it would excite their suspicion, and perhaps reject it alto- 
gether. 
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The liberality of the public is now devoted to the support of 
Indian children in the missionary schools, who, we trust, will 
in due time, become ornaments to society, and useful to the 
world. ‘They are now, perhaps, educating some whose names 
will adorn the page of future history, and generations yet un- 
born delight to contemplate them as statesmen of superior 
mould, or devoted missionaries of the Cross! Who knows, but 
that some of the little girls at Brainerd and Elliot, will become 
Harriet Newells? Who knows, but that the young Chickasaw, 
who is supported by the benevolent of South Carolina, will bea 
future Buchanan, or Henry Martyn, who shall set up the stand- 
ard of the Cross, beyond the Rocky Mountains? Who knows, 
but that some will become distinguished politicians in Congress? 
The public do not sufficiently appreciate the importance of their 
charge. ‘They little think, that when they cast their mite into 
the Lord’s treasury, it is to advance the object of their liberality 
to fill the most important offices of his country. They little 
think, that the youth they support may display the patriotism of 
an Alfred, the wisdom of Socrates, or the legislative talents of 
a Lycurgus! 

The Indians stand with open arms to receive your missiona- 
ries, and your missionaries are ready to engage in this great 
enterprise. What then is wanting? Shall the schools be discon- 
tinued for want of funds? Shall the ardent expectations of the 
Indians be frustrated? Your liberality will not permit it; and I 
presume to be confident, that as South Carolina is distinguished 
for its information and patriotism, that she will be stimulated to 
be the very first among the benevolent. 


ee 


MORAVIAN MISSIONS IN THE WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 


Life of Cornelius, a Negro Assistant in the Brethren’s Mission 
in St. Thomas’s, as related in the Diary of Newherrnhut. 


The negro brother Cornelius has not left any written account 
of his life, though often encouraged to do it. As he was well 
able, he might have furnished a very interesting narrative, be- 
ing one of the oldest members of this congregation, and for 
many years a faithful labourer amongst his own nation. But 
he possessed an uncommon share of humility, and, whenever 
we spoke to him in that view, he used to say, “* Iam not worthy 
that any thing should be said concerning me. I am a poor sin- 
ner, and the chief of sinners. In me there was and is no g00G, 
and all I have is what Christ has given me, according to his 
great mercy, by which he saved my soul. This alone 1s worth 
speaking of.” We can therefore only relate so much of his 
history as our long acquaintance with him enables us to do. 
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He was powerfully awakened by the simple testimony of the 
Brethren’s Missionaries concerning the death and atonement of 
Jesus. He grew concerned about the salvation of his soul, and 
felt a strong impulse to attend their public ministry, and their 
private instruction in the Christian doctrines. 

Fune 1, 1749, he was baptized, with twenty other negroes, 
(who all departed before him out of time) by brother John de 
Watteville, bishop of the Brethren’s church, who was at that 
time on a visit to the mission in St. Thomas ; and on September 
the 27th, of the same year, he, with fourteen more, was admitted 
to the enjoyment of the Lord’s Supper. Ever since that period 
he remained faithful, and the grace he then received was above 
all things precious and important to his soul. He also made 
daily progress in the knowledge of himself, and of the love of 
his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He had an humbling sense 
of his innate depravity, but cleaved so closely to our Saviour, 
and relied so firmly on his atonement, that all who spoke with 
him were encouraged and edified. He likewise soon began to 
preach Jesus, as the friend of sinners, to his countrymen. In 
1754, he was appointed an assistant, and ever since served the 
Lord and the congregation in various ways with great zeal and 
faithfulness. 

Till 1767, he was a slave in the royal plantation, now belong- 
ing tocount Schimmelman. He first purchased the freedom of 
his wife, and then laboured hard to gain his own liberty, which 
at last he effected, after much entreaty, and the payment of a 
considerable ransom. God blessed him and the work of his 
hands in such a manner, that he also by degrees purchased the 
emancipation of his six children. 

In his free state he sought, more than he possibly could do 
before, to serve the Lord among the people of his own colour, 
and spent whole days, and often whole nights, in visiting them 
in the different plantations. The gift he possessed, distinctly 
and emphatically to express himself upon religious subjects, 
was wonderful, and his discourses both in the weekly meetings 
at the chapel, and at funerals, were full of life and spirit, inso- 
much, that not only the negroes, but even many white people of 
all descriptions, heard him with pleasure and edification. 

At the same time we can say with truth, that he was by no 
means puffed up by the excellent talents he possessed. His 
character was that of an humble servant of Christ, who thought 
too meanly of himself to treat others with contempt. To dis- 
tribute unto the indigent, and assist the feeble, was the delight 
of his heart, and every hungry, suffering, and perplexed soul, 
found in him a generous and sympathizing friend, and faithtul 
adviser. 

In the year 1796, his wife departed this hfe very happily, 
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after which he now sought to be free from all outward concerns 
and gave up his business to his eldest son. The infirmities of 
old age increasing upon him, he ardently longed to depart and 
be with Christ. 

Whenever any of us visited him, the conversation soon turn- 
ed upon spiritual subjects, and all hearts were melted. All our 
brethren and sisters, who often called to see him, expressed how 
much they were edified and blessed by their interview. 

November 26, 1801, word was sent to us, that he was consi- 
derably weaker, and begged to see a missionary. One of us 
immediately went to his house. After some conversation con- 
cerning the love of our Saviour, the comfort to be derived from 
His sufferings and death, His gracious help in the severest trials 
of this life and the most grievous temptations, Cornelius ex- 
claimed: “ Ah! I ought to have done more, and loved and 
served my Saviour better. But I firmly trust, that He will re- 
ceive me in mercy, for I come to him as a poor sinner, having 
nothing to plead but His grace, and the righteousness through 
His blood.” Being assured, that in this situation of heart he 
might, with full assurance and cheerfulness, rest upon the gra- 
cious promises of our Saviour, and would obtain the end of his 
faith, even eternal life, he begged that his children might be 
called, that he might once more see them all together, to take a 
final leave of them. 

This was done, and his children, with several grand-children, 
assembled around the bed of their sick father. He now once 
more exerted all his strength, sat up in the bed, uncovered his 
venerable head, adorned with locks as white as snow, and ad- 
dressed them thus : 

“I rejoice exceedingly, my dearly beloved children, to see 
you once more together before my departure ; for I believe that 
my Lord and Saviour will soon come and take your father home 
to himself. You know, dear children, what my chief concern 
has been respecting you, as long as I was with you; how fre- 
quently I have exhorted you with tears, not to neglect the day 
of grace, but to surrender yourselves with soul and body to 
your God and Redeemer, and to follow Him faithfully. Some- 
times I have dealt strictly with you, in matters which I believed 
would bring harm to your souls, and grieve the Spirit of God, 
and I have exerted my parental authority to prevent mischief; 
but it was all done out of love to you. However, it may have 
happened, that I have been sometimes too severe, _ If this has 
been the case, I beg you, my dear children, to forgive me. 
forgive your poor, dying father.” : 

Here he was obliged to stop, most of the children weeping 
and sobbing aloud, being deeply moved by this address. At last 
one of his daughters recovering herself, said; “ We, dear father, 
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we alone have cause to ask forgiveness, for we have often 
made your lite heavy, and have been disobedient children.” 
The rest joined in the same confession. The father then con- 
tinued: ‘ Well, my dear children, if all of you have forgiven 
me, then attend to my last wish and dying request. Love one 
another! Do not suffer any quarrels and disputes to arise among 
you after my decease. No, my children,” raising his voice, 
“ Love one another cordially: Let each strive to show proofs 
of love to his brother or sister; nor suffer yourselves to be tempt- 
ed by any thing to become proud; for by that you may even 
miss of your soul’s salvation, but pray our Saviour to grant you 
lowly minds and humble hearts. If you follow this advice of 
your father’s, my joy will be complete, when I shall once sce 
you all again in eternal bliss, and be able to say to our Saviour; 
here, Lord, is thy poor unworthy Cornelius, and the children 
thou hast given me. I am sure our Saviour will not forsake 
you; but I beseech you, do not forsake Him.” 

Words cannot describe what a sense of the peace of God, 
and what melting of all hearts prevailed during this most af- 
fecting scene. ‘The missionary having taken occasion from the 
above, to address all present in an affectionate and earnest man- 
ner, sung a few verses, then kneeling down, offered up a fer- 
vent prayer, thanking our Saviour for all the proofs of mercy 
and faithfulness experienced by this dear patient, now ardently 
longing for his release, and especially, that He had drawn him 
by cords of love unto Himself, granted him to believe in Him, 
and enjoy the merits of his sufferings and death, and preserved 
him in this faith to the end of his mortal life. ‘Then, with 
many tears he besought the Lord to grant to this his faithful 
servant rich consolations, and to remove every cloud, that 
might in any degree obscure the bright prospect of everlasting 
joy ; to keep the eyes of his faith steadily fixed upon that great 
atonement made for all sin, and, when his time was come, to 
take him home into his joy, and impart unto him that reward 
of grace, which he had promised unto all those, who were found 
faithful unto death, closing with these words, “ Amen, Lord 
Jesus! come, and take this thy blood-bought sheep home to 
thyself!’ In these last words, Cornelius joined most fervently, 
and added, * Yea, Lord Jesus! Come soon! Come, come, O 
come !” 

The blessing of the Lord was then pronounced over him. 
His countenance shone with an expression of joy and peace, 
and he could not express in words, how thankful and happy he 
felt, while the tears flowed down his aged checks. 

His departure did not take place till in the night between 
the 29th and 30th of November, when he fell gently asleep, his 
children who were singing a hymn at his bedside, not even 
perceiving when he breathed his last. 
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His two sons and four daughters are employed as assistants. 
By them he lived to see twelve grand and five great grand 
children. According to his own account, he was 84 years old. 

Having received a promise, that he should be buried in the 
burying-ground at Newherrnhut, where his wife and mother 
lay, steps were immediately taken towards it, and in the af- 
ternoon at 5 o’clock, the corpse was brought from his house by 
a very large company of negro brethren and sisters, who being 
all dressed in white, walked in solemn procession to the bury- 
ing-ground. ‘The funeral discourse was upon the text, appoint- 
ed for the day, on which he departed. Eze. chap. xxxiv. ver. 
15. J will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lit down, 
saith the Lord. The chapel could not contain the numerous 
auditory, among whom were a great many white people, as a 
pleasing proof, how much this venerable negro brother was es- 
teemed and beloved by persons of all ranks and colour. 


I 


MAGNITUDE OF THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS, 


To show the unspeakable greatness and importance of the 
cause of missions, nothing more, I am persuaded, is necessary 
before a Christian audience, than to remind them what that 
cause is; to remind them that it is the same cause in which 
the eternal councils of peace were engaged; the same cause 
for which the Divine Redeemer descended from heaven, and 
underwent all the humiliation and sufferings of his incarnate 
state. It is the cause which has for its object the extension of 
the Saviour’s reign, and raising millions of our fellow men 
from deplorable darkness and desolation, to temporal and eter- 
nal blessedness. Yes, it is the GREAT CAUSE, in comparison 
with which all others sink into nothing. Let the worldly phi- 
losopher and statesman, dazzled with the artificial splendour of 


-their respective little worlds, imagine that the subject of mis- 


sions is a minor matter, which nothing but fanaticism magnifies 
into much importance. Alas! they know no better. They 
are blind to the real character of this great object. The cause 
which they undervalue, will, in a little while, be seen and ac- 
knowledged to be the cause of God, of glory, and of eternity, 
when all the petty plans and efforts which now fill their vision 
and their hearts, shall be lost in oblivion. 

No Christian is at liberty to consider himself as discharged 
from the duty of aiding in this great cause. Every disciple of 
Christ under heaven is bound to do all in his power to impar" 
the glad tidings of salvation to all others who have it not. And 
never will this obligation cease, until the gospel has been ac- 
tually preached to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, an© 
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people. As long as there is a single nation remaining Pagan, 
our efforts to send them the gospel, ought not to be abandoned, 
or even relaxed. Nay, as long as a single individual of our 
species 1s known to be ignorant of Christ, it would be worth 
while to go to all the expense and trouble of circumnavigating 
the globe, to carry to that individual the knowledge of sal- 
vation. 

I am aware that some who profess to love the cause of missions, 
have seriously questioned the wisdom and the duty of sending 
missionaries to Asza, and to the islands of the Pacific ocean, 
while there remains so many literal heathen, as well as so many 
destitute frontier settlements, in our own land, to whom the he- 
ralds of salvation are yet tobe sent. Into the general discus- 
sion of this subject it is impossible, at present, to enter. A 
word or two only can be indulged. It is manifest that if the 
apostles and primitive Christians had acted upon the principle 
of these objectors, the progress of the gospel would have been 
much more slow, and confined within much narrower limits, 
than it was. But, blessed be God! they did not act upon it. 
fhey sent forth missionaries to distant regions, passing by, for 
a time, many waste and desolate places in their more imme- 
liate neighbourhood; and establishing a number of great cen- 
tres of evangelical light and action in the midst of Satan’s em- 
pire. This was a wise plan at that tame, or else inspired men 
would never have adopted it, and it is a wise plan s¢z//. And, 
for myself, I have no fear that following their example, will 
prevent, or, for an hour, retard the progress of the gospel 
among the frontier settlements, or the heathen on our borders. 
On the contrary, I am persuaded, that from every foreign mis- 
sionary station on which God is pleased to pour out his spirit, 
a blessed influence never fails to re-act, not only on all around 
it, but also, and in no small degree, upon the Christian popu- 
lation of our own land; exciting on the subject of missions a 
deeper interest, and more fervent prayers ; and eventually call- 
ing forth larger contributions, and more missionaries, for do- 
mestic as well as for foreign purposes. All experience demon- 
strates that we are never so likely to receive an ample blessing 
at home, as when we open our hearts, and send help to our 
brethren abroad.— Dr. Miller’s Missionary Sermon, Sept. 1822, 


a 


ANECDOTE OF THE KING OF TANJORE, IN INDIA. 


Mr. Swartz visited this place several times in order to 
strengthen the congregation which had been formed there, and 
to try whether by frequently preaching the gospel in that po- 
pulous city, it might not please God to make some favourable 
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impression upon the minds of the people. On one of these oc- 
casions, the king, understanding that he was explaining the 
doctrines of Christianity to his officers, desired to hear him 
himself. Mr. S. had scarcely opened his lips, when the great 
Bramin entered. The king prostrated himself before him on 
the ground, and afterwards stood before him with his hands 
folded, while the Bramin placed himself on an elevated seat, 
The king made signs to Mr. Swartz to enter into discourse 
with the Bramin, who heard all with seeming attention but 
made no reply. The king asked several questions concerning 
repentance, and desired the missionary to marry a couple of 
Christians in his palace. He readily consented, and performed 
the ceremony with as much solemnity as possible. They began 
with a hymn, after which Mr. S. preached, concluding with 
prayer and singing ; all in the Malabar tongue. The king and 
many of the people were pleased, but the Bramins looked on it 
as a dangerous innovation.—L2fe of Swartz. 


— 
Confirmation. 


On Friday, the first of November, the festival of All Saints, 
the holy rite of confirmation was administered, by the Right Re- 
verend Bishop Bowen, in St. Michael’s church, in the city of 
Charleston, South Carolina, to fifty persons. Morning prayer 
was read by the Reverend Dr. Dalcho, and an appropriate ser- 
mon, from Proverbs iii. 17, delivered by the Reverend Mr. 
Lance, of Georgetown. ‘The services were impressive, and the 
whole scene was peculiarly interesting. It is the practice of the 
bishop to administer this rite about once a year, or thirteen 
months, in each of the city churches, in order that the persons 
presenting themselves, on each occasion, may not be more in 
number, than to admit of the most satisfactory pastoral prepa- 
ration of them. 


American Bible Society. 


The amount of receipts into the treasury, during the month 
of November, was $4620,88. 
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